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COPELAND BILL REPORTED 


House Committee Revision Authorizes Grade 
Labeling—Many Other Changes Made 


On May 22nd the House Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce favorably reported a completely revised 
food and drug bill. It will be recalled that the Copeland 
Bill, S. 5, passed the Senate on May 28, 1935, and has been 
under consideration by a subcommittee of the House Inter- 
state Commerce Committee during the present session. Last 
week this subcommittee made its recommendations to the full 
committee, and the full committee revised the Senate bill and 
recommended its passage. A number of the material re- 
visions of the food sections are of interest to canners. 


Grade Labeling 


The Copeland Bill extended the principle of the McNary- 
Mapes amendment to all foods. It authorized the establish- 
ment of a minimum standard of quality for any food. The 
House bill has been revised to authorize the Secretary to 
establish a series of Government grades for each food. It 
authorizes him to fix “reasonable standards of quality”, and 
provides that a food product shall be misbranded if 


“its label fails to bear a statement of standard of quality 
in such terms as the regulations specify”. 


This is identical with the language in the original bill intro- 
duced three years ago. 

One other addition has been made to provide that in fixing 
and establishing standards of quality 


“for any canned fruit or canned vegetable, consideration 
shall be given and due allowance made for the differing 
characteristics of the several varieties of such fruit or 
vegetable”. 


This last language constitutes an amendment requested by 
the National Canners Association to be applicable to the 
minimum standard provisions of the Copeland Bill. 

It is interesting to observe that although the subject of 
Government grade labeling has been discussed for three 
years and considered at Congressional hearings, the Commit- 
\ee in its report made no explanation or comment concerning 
these changes. 


Proprietary Foods 


The Copeland Bill required that where no standard of 
identity had been established for any food, its label must 
bear either the common or usual name, or a statement of the 
ingredients, with authority to the Secretary to exempt manu- 
facturers from stating the ingredients where such statement 
vas impracticable. The House revision further exempts 
from this requirement 


Ae roprietary food the ingredients of which have 
ully and correctly disclosed to the Secretary if 
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compliance with such subdivision would give to competi- 
tors information they could not otherwise obtain”. 


The Committee made no comment on this addition. 


False Advertising 


The Copeland Bill conferred authority to proceed for viola. 
tion of the false advertising provisions upon the Food and 
Drug Administration. The House revision confers this power 
upon the Federal Trade Commission, which is to proceed by 
the usual Trade Commission type of complaint. Violation 
of these provisions would, therefore, result only in a cease 
and desist order. 


Court Review 


The Copeland Bill permitted court review of any regulation 
promulgated by the Secretary which was charged as being 
unreasonable, arbitrary or capricious, or not in accordance 
with the facts or law, and also permitted injunctive relief 
against any act or omission of any officer of the Department 
of Agriculture where it was shown that such act or omission 
was unreasonable, arbitrary, capricious or not in accordance 
with the facts or law. This section has been stricken out in 
the House revision. The committee report states that such 


(Continued on page 4960) 


CAUTION TO CANNERS 


N. C. A. Has No Connection With “Market Eco- 
nomic Service” Being Offered 


Members of the Association who have received a bill from 
the Economic Associates, 91 Wall Street, New York, for a 
market economic service are advised that the National Can- 
ners Association has no connection whatever with that organi- 
zation. 

This notice is given because the billhead used by the Eco- 
nomic Associates carries the wording 


NATIONAL CANNERS’ 
ECONOMIC SERVICE 


Letters that the Association has received from its members 
indicate that these bills have been sent to canners who have 
not previously subscribed for the service and who know 
nothing about it. Naturally, because the bill is headed 
“National Canners’ Economic Service”, these canners have 
written to our office, either asking about our connection with 
the service or calling attention to the misleading nature of 
the heading. 

Members who have received a bill for the services are re- 
quested to advise the Association as it is desired to learn 
the extent to which the membership has been covered in the 
solicitation. 
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INFORMATION LETTER 


BRINE SEPARATION TEST 


Suggestions for Making Test Included in McNary- 
Mapes Canned Pea Standard 


The recently revised standard for canned peas under the 
McNary-Mapes Amendement (see INrormation Letter for 
May 16) includes a test consisting of separation in a brine 
of specific gravity 1.12 at 68° Fahrenheit. Some pea can- 
ners who wish to investigate this test may be deterred by 
lack of facilities for testing the specific gravity of such a 
brine, or by the belief that the test is difficult or complicated, 
For these canners the following suggestions may be of as- 
sistance: 


1. The specified brine contains 16.23 per cent salt by 
weight, and can therefore be made up by weighing out the 
proper amounts of salt and water. The correct propor- 
tions are 1 Ib. 10 oz. of salt dissolved in 8 lb. 6 oz. of water 
to make 10 Ib. of brine. This should be done with some 
care, and although the amount of water just mentioned is 
approximately 1 gallon, it should be weighed rather than 
measured. If the temperature is other than 68.° F., the 
specific gravity of the brine will not be exactly 1.12, but 
it may be assumed without serious error that the specific 
gravity of the peas is affected by temperature to the same 
extent, so that the percentage of sinkers will be the same as 
if the peas and brine were at 68° F. 


2. When used to separate a sample of peas, the brine be- 
comes slightly diluted, and should not be used over again 
unless more salt is added to adjust the specific gravity to 
1.12. Therefore, unless fresh brine is used for each sample, 
an hydrometer is needed for testing the brine. Hydrometers 
are usually graduated at 60° F., but can be obtained grad- 
uated at 68° F. on special order. When purchased singly 
these are considerably more expensive than ordinary hydro- 
meters, but quantity purchases eliminate the extra cost. The 
research laboratories have obtained quotations from several 
apparatus supply houses on an instrument suitable for this 
test, the prices ranging from $3.00 for a single instrument 
to $1.50 apiece in quantities of a dozen or more. The speci- 
fications are: Hydrometer, standard specific gravity scale, 
range 1.100 to 1.150, smallest division and tolerance .001, 
mercury weighted, length about 6 inches (15 cm.), stand- 
ardized at 68° F./68° F. However, it should be noted that 
if the brine is made accurately and used only once, no 
hydrometer is needed. 


3. A suitable dish for making the test is a deep type 
rectangular cake pan, preferably of Pyrex. A piece of wire 
screen should be bent in such shape that it can be used to 
skim off all the floaters by passing it once through the 
brine, from one end of the dish to the other. 


4. For the purposes of the test it is necessary to weigh the 
sinkers only when the proportion is near to 20 per cent. 
With many samples the percentage of sinkers will be so 
low, or high, that the result of the test is obvious without 
weighing. If sufficiently sensitive scales are not available, 
the percentage of sinkers may be determined by count, al- 
though the result may not be identical with that obtained 
by weighing. 


SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD 
Proposed Federal on—Mississi Law 
Approved—Ot 


Feperat Lecistation. The field of Social Security was 
again made the subject of proposed legislation in two bills 
recently introduced in the House of Representatives. H. R. 
12757, introduced May 19th by Mr. Knutson, contemplates 
extensive amendments of Title I of the Federal Social Se. 
curity Act which deals with grants to States for the as 
sistance of needy aged persons. Under the present Act the 
Federal Government pays one-half of all payments up to 
$30 made by the States to persons over the age of sixty-five. 
Among other changes the proposed bill would reduce the 
age requirements to sixty years and increase the payments 
to $50, four-fifths of which would be paid by the Federal 
Government. H. R. 12828, introduced May 22nd by Mr. 
Dunn, would grant a pension of $60 a month to every per 
son in the United States over fifty-five who has an income 
less than $1,200 per year. 

It is improbable that any of these proposals will be en- 
acted into law in the near future. Attention is directed to 
them merely as indicative of the increasing social conscious- 
ness displayed by members of Congress. 

State Lecistation, The Federal Social Security Board 
announced on May 2lst its formal approval of the Unem- 
ployment Compensation law recently enacted by the State 
of Mississippi. This is the eleventh law which has been so 
approved. Employers in that State will now be entitled to 
credit against the Federal taxes the payments made under 
the State law, and the State itself will receive grants from 
the Federal Government to cover the costs of administering 
the statute. 


On May 19th the House of Representatives of Penn 
sylvania passed a bill providing for a system of unemploy- 
ment compensation in that State. This bill is now pending 
in the Pennsylvania Senate. 

By virtue of recent amendments to the laws of New York 
and New Hampshire employers in those States are now 
assured of refunds in the event the statutes are declared to 
be invalid. The New York amendment provides for re 
funds in the event the law is declared void. The New Hamp 
shire amendment declares that taxes which are erroneously 
or illegally collected may be refunded even though the pay- 
ment was not made under protest. 

Rerorts ano Payments. The attention of California 
canners is directed to the fact that the first returns and 
payments under the Unemployment Reserves Law of that 
State are due on July 31st. These returns cover the period 
from January Ist to June 31st. Thereafter returns are to 
be made monthly. 

Regular contributions are currently due in the District of 
Columbia, Indiana, New Hampshire, New York, Oregon and 
Wisconsin. No other States have as yet set a date for the 
filing of returns. 

PostPONEMENT oF Operation or Wasnincton Act. Ab 
though the State of Washington has enacted an unemploy- 
ment compensation law which has been approved by the 
Federal Social Security Board, no steps to put the Act in 
operation have as yet been taken. In response to numerous 
inquiries the Tax Commission of that State recently issued 
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a bulletin explaining that no commission to administer the 
law had been appointed. Doubt exists as to whether the 
Act has ever become effective, and a suit raising this ques- 
tion as well as the constitutionality of the Act is now pend- 
ing in the Superior Court of Thurston County, Washington. 
In addition certain questions of construction involving con- 
flict with the Federal Act have arisen. Active administra- 
tion of the statute will probably be deferred until these 
various questions have been disposed of. The bulletin sug- 
gests that employers in the State set up reserves to cover 
their tax liability, make the required deductions from the 
wages of their employees, and keep adequate records. 

Ornecon Rutinc on “Acricutturat Lapor.” The Un- 
employment Compensation Commission of Oregon recently 
requested a ruling from the Attorney-General of that State 
as to whether the employees of certain cooperative associa- 
tions engaged in sorting, processing, packing and selling 
fruit and nuts grown by members, could be classed as 
“agricultural labor” within the exemption contained in the 
Oregon Act. The Oregon Commission has issued no regu- 
lations defining “agricultural labor.” The Attorney-General 
ruled that such employees were not exempt. In his opinion, 
he stated: 


“It is my opinion that persons, corporations and coopera- 
tive associations employing labor in growing, harvesting, 
packing, and otherwise handling agricultural products, in- 
cluding fruit and nuts, are entitled to exemption to the 
extent that such employment is part of or incidental to the 
growing and harvesting of such products; that if the grading, 
packing and other work done after harvesting and in prepa- 
ration for or in connection with the marketing of said prod- 
ucts is done by or for the growers individually, on the farm 
where such articles are produced, labor so employed also 
comes within the exemption, but when such products are no 
longer in the possession of the individual growers but are 
turned over to another person or corporation, or to a co- 
operative association, for grading, packing, marketing, etc., 
labor employed in such operations does not come within 
the classification ‘agricultural labor.’ ” 


This ruling is in accord with the Federal Regulation dis- 
cussed in the Inrormation Letrer of March 28th, page 
4892, 


LABEL WEIGHT FOR CORN ON COB 


Food Officials Indicate Requirements Will Be Re- 
vised for the 1937 Pack 


The Association is advised that the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration has received a number of communications ask- 
ing whether the declaration of contents on labels for corn 
on the cob should be in terms of weight of contents or in 
terms of the number of ears present in the can. In response 
to such inquiries the following reply was made: 


“While a statement of the number of ears appears desir- 
able from the consumer's standpoint, such statement stand- 
ing by itself does not fully meet the omebenete of the 

uantity of contents declaration of the Federal Food and 

ugs Act. It is suggested that in addition you declare in 
ay oF a the net quantity of the contents, including 
iquid,” 


More recently, in response to additional inquiries, par- 
ticularly with respect to vacuum pack corn on the cob, the 
Food and Drug Administration has made the following state- 
ment in correspondence: 


“Our attention has been called to the fact that corn on 
the cob is now being packed in vacuum without the addi- 
tion of water. Because of this development it seems likely 
that our ition that a declaration of the weight of the 
total weight of the contents of the cans, including the liquid 
in the water-packed product, will need to be revised for the 
1937 pack. While further consideration will be given to the 
exact form of net contents statement that will be acceptable, 
it is certain that the statement to be required will describe 
the number of ears in the can and their length. If it is 

—— we will also require that the diameter of the ears 

stated, 


“We are not withdrawing our previous letter as it ap- 
plies to this year’s pack for which labels based on our advice 
may have been printed. For this pack a statement of the 
number of ears contained in the can, plus a declaration of 
the total net contents, will not be objected to. As an alter- 
native declaration, the number of ears in the can, plus ac- 
curate information concerning their size, may be employed.” 


Committee on McNary-Mapes Pea Standard Meets 


The committee of pea canners appointed by President 
Howard A, Orr at the meeting of the Board of Directors on 
May 20th to consider the new McNary-Mapes standard for 
canned peas, met at the Association's office on Thursday, 
May 28th. After extended discussion the committee found 
that additional information is desired before it makes its final 
recommendations, The committee will meet again about the 
middle of June, and in the meantime the additional informa- 
tion will be assembled for its consideration. 


New Bulletins Mailed to Members 


Two new bulletins have been mailed to all members of 
the Association this week. The first is “The Story of the 
Canning Industry with List of References.” The second is 
Part 2 of Bulletin No. 115-A, which contains detailed sta- 
tistics on the pack of canned fruits in 1935, with comparative 
figures for earlier years. 


British Canned Fruit Imports 


Arrivals of canned fruits in the United Kingdom during 
the four weeks ended April 25 declined by 22,900 cases as 
compared with the previous four weeks, but increased by 
161,100 cases in comparison with the corresponding four 
weeks last year, according to the Imperial Economic Com- 
mittee. The decline was due mainly to smaller consignments 
of apricots, peaches, grapefruit, fruit salad and logan- 
berries. Pears, pines, oranges and the unenumerated sorts 
intreased in comparison with the previous four weeks. All 
the principal varieties, except pears, pines and fruit salad, 
shared in the rise as compared with the corresponding four 
weeks in 1935, 


was 
bills 
ates 
Se. 
as 
the 
» to 
five, 
the 
ents 
eral 
Mr. 
per- 
ome 
en- 
d to 
ous 
tate 
n 80 
d to 
nder 
rom 
ring | 
! 
rloy- 
ding 
pe 
now : 
d to 
usly 
pay 
o |) 
riod 
e to 
ot of 
and 
the 
Al 
ploy- 
the 
ot in 
Tous 
sued 


INFORMATION LETTER 


COPELAND BILL REPORTED 
(Continued from page 4957) 


provision was without precedent and that there was no reason 
to add to the existing remedies. It also suggested that the 
Declaratory Judgment Act might be applicable in the event 
of an improper regulation. 


Food Standards Committee 


The Copeland Bill provided for a Committee on Food 
Standards to aid and advise the Secretary in the promulgation 
of regulations with respect to food. This committee was to 
recommend to the Secretary proposed regulations and any 
final regulation would have to have the approval of a majority 
of the committee. The provision for this committee has been 
eliminated in the House revision and the authority to issue 
regulations is vested solely in the Secretary. The committee 
stated that these advisory committees had been eliminated 


“because the committee felt that the establishment of the 
committees provided for was unnecessary”. 


Samples 
A new section has been inserted to permit the manufacturer 
to secure a portion of any sample taken by the Secretary for 
analysis, except that the Secretary is permitted by regulation 
to impose such terms and conditions upon the exercise of this 


privilege as he deems necessary for the effectuation of the 
purposes of the Act. 


Multiple Seizures of Misbranded Articles 


The Bailey amendment to the Copeland Bill prohibited 
multiple seizures of articles alleged to be misbranded except 
where there had been a prior judgment of misbranding or 
where the Secretary believed the misbranding made the 
article “imminently dangerous to health”. It also provided 
that a misbranding charge should be tried in the jurisdiction 
of the claimant's residence. The House revision permits mul- 
tiple seizures whenever the Secretary 


“has probable cause to believe from facts found by him 
that such misbranding of the article renders it immi- 
nently dangerous to health or is, in a material respect, 
false, misleading or fraudulent”. 


It also provides that the case may, upon application, be re- 
moved for trial to any district adjacent to the district of the 
claimant's place of business. 

No minority report was filed, but three members of the 
House Committee filed a statement expressing dissent from 
that portion of the House revision which transferred jurisdic- 
tion over false advertising to the Federal Trade Commission. 

If a rule is secured, the House will vote upon this bill, as 
reported to it, and thereafter the Senate Bill and the House 
Bill will undoubtedly be referred to a conference committee 
for the reconcilement of differences. 


Record Canned Apricot Pack in Australia 


According to the Australian Canned Fruits Control Board, 
the total quantity of canned apricots processed in Australia 
during the 1936 season was 758,870 dozen 30-o0z. tins, com- 
pared with 548,723 dozen tins in 1935. The American 


trade commissioner at Sydney reports that this is a record, 


the previous highest production being 554,507 dozen tins in 
1930. 

Less canned fruit was shipped from Australia in the period 
January 1 to March 31, 1936, than in the corresponding 
period of 1935, when 287,220 cases were shipped. Exports 
during the 1936 period totaled 210,747 cases, of which 194, 
404 cases were shipped to the United Kingdom. 


Imports of Canned Pineapple 


The following table, compiled by. the Foodstuffs Division 
of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, shows the 
arrivals of prepared or preserved pineapple in the United 
States in 1931, 1933, and 1935. 


1931 1933 1935 

Origin Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Hawaii 484,276,079 434,884,057 436 B00 865 
Puerto Rico . 2,580,299 185,085 2,180,084 
Philippines 3,289,292 3,368,047 6,694,569 
Cuba ace 2,953,550 2,040,927 1,736,488 
British Malaya .. 1,035,217 974,162 1,263,061 
apan 202 159,212 3,188,849 

Other: foreign 

countries. 50,184 6,580 60,707 
Total ............ 494,387,421 441,618,070 451,924,573 


LABELING OF PICKLES 


Declaration of Contents in Terms of the Drained 
Weight Is Preferred 


Following is a letter recently received from the Food and 
Drug Administration regarding the declaration of weights on 
pickle labels, from which it appears that the most satisfac- 
tory method is to declare the drained weight of the pickles. 
The letter states: 


“In 1917 the former Bureau of Chemistry, in the enforece- 
ment of the Food and Drugs Act, issued the enclosed Item 
225 as a Service and Regulatory Announcement. This item 
is still effective. In interpreting it we advise correspondents 
that the declaration of the quantity of contents in terms of 
weight is most appropriate, as it gives the consumer a more 
adequate conception of the amount of pickles present. Dee 
laration by weight in terms of the total contents, not accom- 
panied by the weight of the drained pickles, is not regarded 
as suitable. 


“In making a declaration in terms of drained measure it 
must be recognized that because of the nature of pickles, 
especially in the case of the smaller jars, a jar which will 
hold a given amount of water will not necessarily hold the 
same volume of pickles when filled to the same level. Dee 
laration of contents in terms of drained pickles will not be 
correct in most cases if the fluid capacity of the jar is taken 
as the unit of measure. A volume statement of the drained 
pickles may be employed when it is based on the volume of 
a full gallon of pickles. For example, a declaration of 8 
fluid ounces, to be correct, would require sufficient pickles 
so that the pickles from 16 bottles would fill a conventional 
standard one-gallon measure rounding full, after shaking 
sufficiently to allow the pickles to occupy the minimum 
volume without impairment of quality. The term ‘round 
full’ does not imply heaping nor struck off level but simply 
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that level to which the purchaser would be entitled in 
buying a gallon of pickles. 


“The exception on chow chow and similar relishes of rec- 
ognizing the declaration of quantity as a whole, includi 
the liquid, as appropriate is based on the fact that the liqui 
in such cases is an inherent part of the product and not 
simply a packing medium from which the whole pieces of 
pickles are removed for consumption.” 


Item 225 of the Service and Regulatory Announcement, 
which accompanied the foregoing letter, states: 


“Pickles in brine, vinegar, or sweetened vinegar, may be 
marked in terms either of weight of the drained product, of 
liquid measure of the drained article, or of numerical count 
in accordance with the usual trade practice for the particu- 
lar article. This opinion is not intended to apply to chow 
chow or similar relishes, the quantity of which may be de- 
clared as a whole.” 


REGIONAL DIRECTORS NAMED 


Social Security Board Starts Organization of Its 
Field Force 


Announcement of the names of twelve regional directors 
and the locations of the twelve regional offices which it will 
set up throughout the country has been made by the Social 
Security Board. No specific date for the opening of these 
offices was announced. The regional directors will head staffs 
which will represent in the various regions the Social Security 
Board in the administration of the public-assistance, unem- 
ployment compensation, and Federal old-age benefits pro- 
visions of the Social Security Act. 


The regions, the regional headquarters, and the regional 
directors for the twelve regions are as follows: 


Recion I—-Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut: John Pearson of Con- 
cord, N. H., Director. Regional Headquarters, Boston, Mass. 

Recion II.—New York State: Mrs. Anna Rosenberg of 
New York City, Director. Regional Headquarters, New York 
City, N. Y. 

Recion IIl.—Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey: 
Judge W. L. Dill of Paterson, N. J., Director. Regional 
Headquarters, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Recion IV.—District of Columbia, Maryland, North Caro- 
lina, Virginia, West Virginia: G. R. Parker of New York 
City, Director. Regional Headquarters, Washington, D. C. 

Recion V.—Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan: Benedict Crowell 
of Cleveland, Ohio, Director. Regional Headquarters, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Recton VI.—-Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin: H. L. McCarthy 
ae Ill., Director. Regional Headquarters, Chicago, 


Recion VII.—Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, 
South Carolina, Tennessee: Steve Nance of Atlanta, Ga., 
Director. Regional Headquarters, Birmingham, Ala. 

Recion VIII.—Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
South Dakota: Fred M. Wilcox of Madison, Wisc., Director. 
Regional Headquarters, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Recion IX.—Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas, and Oklahoma: 
Ed McDonald of Oklahoma City, Okla., Director. Regional 
Headquarters, Kansas City, Mo. 


Recion X.—Texas, Louisiana, New Mexico: O. M. Powell 
of San Antonio, Tex., Director. Regional Headquarters, San 
Antonio tentatively under consideration. 

Recion XI.—-Colorado, Arizona, Idaho, Montana, Utah, 
Wyoming: Heber Harper of New York City, Director. Re- 
gional Headquarters, Denver, Colo. 

Recion XII.—California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington: 
Richard M. Neustadt of San Francisco, Calif., Director. Re- 
gional Headquarters, San Francisco, Calif. 


While canners will be interested in the organization as 
outlined above, it is to be noted that the offices have not yet 
been opened, and that definite announcement is yet to be 
made of their duties in connection with the administration 
of the law. 


Production and Stocks of Canned Milk 


1936 


Change 
Pounds 


Per Cent 


1935 
Pounds 


Manufacturers’ stocks (case 
goods, May 1): 
Evaporated (36 firms)... 
Condensed (8 firms) 


Total production, April: 
Evaporated (35 firms) 177,545,374 


Condensed (7 firms) ... 4,742,643 


61,774,996 74,131,579 
3,740,714 5,551,733 


—16.67 
—32.62 


175,475,717 
6,374,514 


Japan Gains in Philippine Sardine Trade 


Japan is increasing its shipments of sardines to the Phil- 
ippines while American exports are declining, according to 
statistics reported by the American trade commissioner at 
Manila. In 1934 the United States shipped to the Philip- 
pines 4,447,179 kilos of sardines valued at 892,342 pesos, 
and in 1935 the shipments declined to 3,379,175 kilos valued 
at 672,325 pesos. On the other hand, Japan, which in 1934 
furnished 1,810,835 kilos valued at 266,335 pesos, increased 
its shipments in 1935 to 2,764,618 kilos valued at 540,293 
pesos. 

The trade commissioner states that imports of dried cod- 
fish are increasing rapidly and threaten to replace sardines 
as an article of diet among the poorer people. 


PEA CROP CONDITIONS 


Moisture Needed in Most Dist 
Regions Now Packing 


Vincinia. Pack of peas in Virginia is practically com- 
pleted. Reports indicate pack about half of average due to 
extreme dry weather and high temperatures. 

Eastern ano Detaware. This section 
has received little or no rain during the last six weeks. Pack- 
ing is now in full swing. Yields the first few days of the pack- 
ing season were fairly satisfactory, but are now averaging 
around 30 to 40 cases per acre. 

NortHern MaryLanp AND PENNSYLVANIA. Pea crop in 
this area is reported to be below normal because of inadequate 
supply of moisture. 

Marne. Pea crop in Maine about a week later than last 
year. Peas doing well in spite of freeze. 
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New York. The pea crop is from ten days to two weeks 
late and in need of moisture. No aphids reported. 


Onto ano Inpiana. Hot and dry weather in this section has 
reduced the vine growth considerably with probable damage 
to yields. Canners in this section estimate crop about 80 per 
cent of normal. 

Micuican. Condition of peas in Michigan is reported to 
be very spotty. Some sections report normal growth, with 
others reporting some damage due to dry weather. 


Ixt1no1s. Peas in central Illinois are reported to be in very 
good condition with normal yields expected. Northern Illi- 
nois reports condition as satisfactory with some damage due 
to dry weather. 

Soutnern ano Centra Wisconsin. Reports pea crop 
badly in need of rain. Aphids are showing up in some fields. 

Nortuern Wisconsin. Condition of pea crop in northwest 
and north central Wisconsin is excellent with ample moisture 
and abundant sunshine. Crop in full bloom with stand much 
better than average. For Wisconsin as a whole the crop 
appears to be about average. 

Minnesota, Early plantings of peas are reported from 
normal to slightly above normal condition. Late plantings are 
in good condition but need moisture. The general outlook 
for this territory is for a normal crop. 

Uran. Pea crop in Utah is reported to be badly in need of 
moisture. Rains thus far this season have been well below 
normal. 

Wasuincton. The growth of early peas in Washington 
has been very unsatisfactory to date. No information avail- 
able on late crop. 

The following table, compiled from reports of the U. S. 
Weather Bureau, shows the average temperature and amount 
of rainfall for selected stations in the districts listed: 


Week ended Week ended 
District May 19,1936 May 26, 1936 
Temp. Rain Temp. Rain 
Maine canbe 55 58 
Western New York 58 


Tri-States 

South Central Ohio 

Central Indiana 

Central Illinois .. 

Northern Illinois, Southern Wis- 
consin 

Southern Minnesota 

Northern Colorado... 

Northern Utah 

Northwestern Washington 

Southeastern Washington 
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CANNERY PEAS AS NURSE CROP 


A. A. A. Announces Amendment of Regulations 
for Maine and New York 


The Agricultural Adjustment Administration has approved 
an amendment to Bulletin No. 2 on the 1936 Agricultural 
Conservation Program for the northeast region. The amend- 
ment is applicable to the states of New York and Maine and 
allows a grower of peas for canning or market to qualify 
for a “soil building practice” payment for increased acreage 
of clover, alfalfa or other legumes grown in peas. 


Under the former regulation now amended, legumes seeded 
with grain as a nurse crop were not eligible for benefit pay. 
ments if the nurse crop were harvested. Seeding of legumes 
such as clover and alfalfg using peas for canning as a nurse 
crop is an established and successful farm practice, and the 
amended regulation permits the continuance of this practice 
without disqualifying the grower from receiving class 2 pay- 
ment for “establishing new seedings of grasses and legumes” 
for the legume acreage seeded with peas as a nurse crop. 

The revised regulations on schedule of payments per acre 
are as follows: 


For New York: When seeding is made with oats, barley, 
or a grain mixture as a nurse crop which is allowed to mature 
as grain, or with canning factory peas or market peas as a 
nurse crop: 

2,000 pounds of ground limestone, $2.50 per acre. 

4,000 pounds of ground limestone, $5.00 per acre. 

400 pounds of 16 per cent superphosphate, $3.00 

200 pounds of 16 per cent superphosphate and 1 
of 50 per cent muriate of potash, $3.00 per acre. 

2,000 pounds of ground limestone and 400 pounds of 16 
per cent superphosphate, $5.50 per acre. 

2,000 pounds of ground limestone, 200 pounds of 16 per 
cent superphosphate, and 100 pounds of 50 per cent muriate 
of potash, $5.50 per acre. 

4,000 pounds of ground limestone and 400 pounds of 16 per 
cent superphosphate, $8.50 per acre. 

4,000 pounds of ground limestone, 200 pounds of 16 per cent 
superphosphate, and 100 pounds of 50 per cent muriate of 
potash, $8.50 per acre. 

For Maine: When seeding is made with oats, barley, or a 
grain mixture as a nurse crop which is allowed to mature as 
grain, or with canning factory peas or market peas as a 
nurse crop: 


Seeding land requiring no treatment, $1.00 per acre. 

500 pounds of ground limestone, $2.00 per acre. 

1,000 pounds of ground limestone, $3.00 per acre. 

2,000 pounds of ground limestone and 250 pounds of 20 per 
cent superphosphate, $6.00 per acre. 

The information available, although not yet verified offi- 
cially, indicates that the limitation on use of canning or mar 
ket peas as a nurse crop for alfalfa or other legumes, now 
removed in New York and Maine, has never been included 
in the regulations applying to Utah or to the group of Middle 
West states comprising the North-Central region. 


Tr acre, 


pounds 


WHAT'S DOING IN CONGRESS 


Patman Bill Passed—Action Expected on the 
Copeland Bill 


The fate of the Copeland Bill, with the grade labeling 
House amendment, is the outstanding subject of interest to 
canners at the moment (see elsewhere the analysis of the 
revised bill). The Rules Committee will be asked Tuesday, 
June 2, for a special rule to bring the bill before the House 
sometime during the coming week. If the rule is granted 
and the House passes the bill, it will go to conference. There 
is a growing belief that it will not be possible to get the 
tax and relief bills through Congress before the conventions, 
so that there will be a recess rather than adjournment, thus 
giving more time for legislation. 


4962 
an 
pr 
an 
: bi 
en 
th 
ad 
Fi 
fa 
pe 
al 
| pe 
ce 
an 
ste 
by 
in 
Fe 
by 
an 
Fe 
ar 
of 
i Se 
di 
th 
ve 
th 
di: 
3 of 
as 
ce: 
re 
th 
int 
th 
in 


7 


= 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Patman Bill Passed by House 


The Patman Bill was passed by the House on May 28th by 
a vote of 290 to 16. Before the vote was taken the bill was 
amended by removing the strongly opposed anti-basing-point 
provision and also the provision requiring that purchasers 
be classified on the basis of how they sell rather than on how 
they buy. The Committee had previously agreed to these 
amendments in order to get a special rule for bringing up the 
bill. The Patman and Robinson bills will now go to confer- 
ence where a compromise will have to be worked out during 
the coming week if Congress carries out its determination to 
adjourn June 6th. 

Tax Bill 


As the Inrornmation Letrer goes to press the Senate 
Finance Committee has come back to its original stand in 
favor of drastically revising the House tax bill and has re- 
ported favorably to the Senate a bill that calls for a gradu- 
ated tax of 15% to 18 per cent on all corporate income, 7 
per cent on indistributed income, the normal rate of 4 per 
cent on dividends received by shareholders, an additional 1 
per cent surtax on individual incomes from $6,000 to $50,000, 
and the continuance of the present excess-profits and capital- 
stock taxes. Whether this bill can be passed within a week 
by the Senate, along with the relief bill, is the big question 
in Washington now. 


Wheeler Federal Trade Commission Bill 


The Senate bill (S. 3744) to extend the powers of the 
Federal Trade Commission was taken up for consideration 
by the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee 
and hearings begun on May 27th, when Judge Davis of the 
Federal Trade Commission explained the purposes of the bill. 
Opponents of the measure appeared on the 28th. 


Agricultural Appropriations 


Conference reports on the agricultural appropriation bill 
are now before the Senate and House, and contain a few items 
of interest to canners. The item of $30,000 carried in the 
Senate bill for studies of tomato plant diseases has almost 
disappeared in a compromise providing $16,000 instead of 
the separate items of $25,000 for deciduous fruit-breeding in- 
vestigations and $30,000 for tomato diseases. The $80,000 for 
the seafood inspectors, as proposed by the Senate, is still in 
disagreement between the two houses. The total agreed on 
for the Food and Drug Administration is $1,600,000 instead 
of the $1,537,459 as proposed by the House and $2,062,079 
as proposed by the Senate. There will be a slight adjustment 
in the total when the sum for seafood inspection is finally 
agreed upon. 

Sardine Bills Killed 


The House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee has 
voted down the various bills to control the reduction or pro- 
cessing of pilchards (sardines) off the West Coast and has 
reported favorably a resolution (H. J. Res. 597) to authorize 
the Bureau of Fisheries to make “a complete and scientific 
investigation of the sardine (pilchard) fishing industry along 
the Pacific Coast of the United States with a view to determin- 
ing the most appropriate method of regulating such industry 
in the public interest.” 


Status of Other Bills 


Heatey-Watsu Bitt.—The House Judiciary Committee, 
having decided to reconsider the matter of strengthening the 
provisions of government contracts, after tabling the Healey- 
Walsh Bill has had several executive sessions but has not 
reached a decision as the INFORMATION LETTER goes to press. 

Extension or AcricucturaL Income INVESTIGATION. 
The Johnson Resolution (S. J. Res. 268) to extend the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission investigation of agricultural income to 
include table and juice grapes, fresh fruits, and vegetables, 
has been reported out favorably by the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry and is now on the Senate Calendar. 
There does not seem to be much chance of a vote if Congress 
is to adjourn before the conventions. 


Import Licenses for Canned Vegetables 


Proposals presented to Parliament by the Australian gov- 
ernment on May 22, 1936, provisionally effective May 23rd, 
make imports of a broad range of products from non-Empire 
sources subject to import license, according to the American 
trade commissioner at Sydney. 

Preserved vegetables including asparagus tips are on the 
list of products to be so affected. However, goods in direct 
transit to Australia on May 23rd are to be exempt from the 
import license restrictions. Imports of the products made 
subject to the restrictions are to be allowed only under per- 
mit from the Minister of Customs. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot ee as Reported by the Bureau of Agricultural 


Economics, Department of Agriculture 
Week on. Season total to— 
May 23 May23 May16 May23 May 23 


VEGETABLES 1935 1936 1936 1935 1936 
Beans, snap and lima. 278 297 377 7,867 6,058 


Tomatoes ........... 1,130 1,593 1,123 10,728 9,149 
Green peas ......... 492 263 336 3,522 3,736 
Others: 
Domestic, competing 
directly ........ 4,949 4,790 123,910 133,878 
Imports competing— 
Directly ........ 1 1 oF 167 
Indirectly ...... 0 0 2 78 147 
Faurts 
Citrus, domestic .... 3,729 2,974 2,902 104,168 92,753 
Imports 548 


ee 4 18 15 319 
1,580 «1,334 


CANNING PEA ACREAGE 


Preliminary Estimate of Plantings Shows Average 
Decrease of 3.6 Per Cent 


The preliminary estimate of the U. S. Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics on acreage of green peas planted for can- 
ning or manufacture in 1936 shows a decrease of 3.6 per 
cent from the record acreage planted in 1935, as was an- 
nounced in last week's INrormation Letter. This estimate 
is based upon reports from packers representing about 76 
per cent of the acreage grown in 1935. A total planting 
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of 328,930 acres is indicated for 1936 compared with 341.,- 
360 acres in 1935, 277,630 acres in 1934, 228,300 acres in 
1933, 207,750 acres in 1932, and 258,930 acres in 1931. 

Abandonment of planted acreage by reason of unfavorable 
weather or growing conditions during the last five years has 
ranged from 4.8 per cent in 1933 to 13.7 per cent in 1931. 
The average abandonment for this period was 9.3 per cent. 
If 9.3 per cent abandonment of acreage is assumed for the 
1936 season, a planting of 328,930 acres would mean about 
298,300 acres available for harvest. 

The following table shows the indicated acreage for 1936 
as compared with acreage planted in the three preceding 
years, by states: 

Planted Acreage 


Indicated 

State 1933 1934 1935 1936 
Acres Acres Acres Acres 

Maine 1,530 1,850 2,520 2,250 
New York . 28,700 33,700 36,000 39,600 
Pennsylvania |. 2,000 3,000 4,850 5,000 
Ohio 4,200 4,800 5,000 4,100 
Indiana 5,200 6,500 8,000 7,360 
Illinois . 17,500 19,000 20,000 18,000 
Michigan 12,000 12,800 15,000 15,300 
Wisconsin ; 98,000 118,000 133,300 120,000 
Minnesota _.. . 17,960 21,000 24,000 22,800 
Delaware .. 2,250 2,800 3,400 2,800 
Maryland . 11,300 13,500 18,500 16,300 
Virginia ..... 4,300 5,200 5,700 
Montana 2,750 2,140 2,800 2,520 
Colorado 2,400 3,550 4,210 4,050 
Utah wa 9,300 11,000 13,600 12,900 
Washington 3,200 9,000 16,000 19,100 
Oregon 2,340 9,300 15,500 
Other states * 10,010 8,350 19,680 15,650 
a ‘i 228,300 277,630 341,360 328,930 


*“Other states” include California, Idaho, lowa, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, and Wyoming. 
Prior to 1934, Oregon and Virginia were included in this group. 


The following table gives estimates of the percentage of 
each of the two principal variety classes of green peas for 
canning purposes, by states, for the years 1934 and 1935. 
The estimates for earlier years are as follows: 1931, 48.6 
per cent smooth round, 51.4 per cent sweet wrinkled; 1932, 
42.4 per cent smooth round, 57.6 per cent sweet wrinkled; 
1933, 41.9 per cent smooth round, 58.1 per cent sweet 
wrinkled. 


1934 1935 
Smooth Sweet Smooth Sweet 
State Round Wrinkled Round Wrinkled 
Pet. Pet. Pet, Pet. 
Maine ' 0 100 0 100 
New York 12 88 16 84 
Pennsylvania 88 12 90 10 
Ohio 86 4 84 16 
Indiana 89 ll 90 10 
Illinois 4 60 38 62 
Michigan 38 62 43 57 
Wisconsin .. & 50 50 50 
Minnesota 30 70 35 65 
Delaware .. 1 0 100 0 
97 3 97 3 
OS 0 100 0 


1934 1935 
Smooth Sweet Smooth Sweet 
State Round Wrinkled Round Wrinkled 

Pet. Pet. Pet Pet. 
Montana .... — 86 15 85 
Colorado .... on 80 45 55 
97 5 95 
Washington .. an 90 12 88 
Oregon ...... i 67 17 83 
Other States * .... 48 52 51 49 
Total ........ 436 564 45.4 54.6 


*“Other states” include California, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas and Wyoming. 


Handling Consumer Complaints 


In acknowledging receipt of a letter of complaint from a 
consumer ordinarily nothing will be lost and there may be 
considerable advantage in making a sympathetic, friendly 
acknowledgment of the letter, without using any statement 
that may be construed as an admission of liability on the 
canner’s part. 


The following type of acknowledgment is suggested, with 
such modification as may seem appropriate: 


“Acknowledging receipt of your letter of >in le 
regret that anything should have occurred to cause you to 
question the quality of one of our food products. 

“We feel sure that you will appreciate our desire to have 
your complaint fully and fairly investigated. We will ar- 
range for such an investigation through the National Can- 
ners Association, of which we are members, and trust that 
you will cooperate with their representative when he calls 
upon you.” 
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